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sight of the fact that Dr. Krakowski's task was to trace Locke's teachings to 
their sources, and that he cannot be blamed for ignoring such elements of his 
philosophy as are not fully represented in medieval writers. I simply wish 
to point out that a book of this kind is apt to give one a false impression of a 
great thinker's place in history; his contribution dwindles into insignificance 
when we emphasize his kinship with, or opposition to, his predecessors, and 
fail to take account of his work as a whole. Whatever may have been his 
debt to the past, Locke approached his problems in a spirit quite distinct 
from that of his forerunners; and it was his method rather than his results 
which made his work popular and fruitful. Frank Thilly. 

Cornell University. 

Lettres inSdites de John Locke & ses amis Nicolas Thoynard, Philippe Van 
Limborch et Edward Clarke. Publiees avec une introduction et des notes 
explicatives par Henri Ollion et T. J. De Boer. Le Have, Nijhoff, 
1912. — Pp. x, 258. 

The letters which have come down to us from Locke have importance 
because they furnish us with a wealth of biographical material; they tell us 
what books and things aroused his keenest interests, and aid us in under- 
standing the intellectual life of the thinker. At a time when specialistic 
journals were few, the need of an interchange of thoughts among scholars 
was satisfied by correspondence of a kind not common today; and we are 
indebted to this circumstance for a body of literature which often illuminates 
not only the teachings but the personalities of men like Spinoza, Descartes, 
Locke, and Leibniz. The letters in this collection, published from manu- 
scripts in the British Museum, contain very little of philosophical value, but 
they do give us an insight into the workings of the writer's mind; they furnish 
the complement, as Dr. Ollion expresses it, to the Essay concerning Human 
Understanding, putting the theory into practice, as it were; and they assist 
us in discovering the principal object of that work. They also reveal to us 
the books Locke loved to read: books on medicine and natural history; the 
accounts of travelers; works of Biblical exegesis and the history of religion 
written by unprejudiced men like Limborch and Thoynard; and, besides, 
technological and industrial treatises. 

The collection contains letters to Thoynard written in French and Latin 
(the same letter in many cases changing from one language to the other), 
between the years 1678 to 1701; to van Limborch, written in Latin (1684- 
1704), and to Edward Clarke, written in English and dating from 1692 to 
1701. The edition is supplied with short biographies of Locke's correspondents 
and with an abundance of explanatory notes. Frank Thilly. 

Cornell University. 

The Spiritual Interpretation of History. By Shailer Mathews. Cambridge, 

Harvard University Press, 1916. — Pp. x, 227. 

We have in these William Belden Noble Lectures an essay on the philosophy 
of history. The limits of a small volume do not permit of a comprehensive 



